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N E W S L E T T E R --April 2011

Message From The
Sr. Warden

The Rev. Canon
David J.  Lucey

Jackie Barrows
Sr. Warden

David, Garry and I have a Rec-
tor/Warden meeting every month to
discuss the upcoming vestry meeting
and issues in general.  It is a produc-
tive time for us to share opinions, con-
cerns, good news, and take joy in the

treasures of St. Michaels.  One of our discussions this
past month revolved around growing our younger fam-
ily and youth participation.  We talked about how life
has changed so much for families of today.  Most of us
over 50 years old remember that it was frowned upon to
do business on Sundays.  I was raised in Michigan and
Sundays were devoted to Church first then we were fed.

We were fed spiritually at Mass (yes, I was raised
Roman Catholic) which Mom usually selected to attend
the late morning service.  That meant no food because
we fasted in those days before going to communion.

Then we were fed physically with brunch which
consisted of a rather large midday meal.  Believe me, as
a child I was really grateful for that after the long spiri-
tual fast!

We did not shop because stores were pretty much
closed until the movements to shop and have entertain-
ment open in the early 1960’s.  Dad was strict – no jeans
or sloppy clothes on Sunday.  Sunday dinner was a staple.
We all gathered for a late afternoon family dinner in the
dining room – no kitchen table that day.  My married
siblings came home to join us if they lived in the area.
Sunday was a family day.  Schools did not have activi-
ties, we did not take off every weekend and ski (unless
you had money), the community was quiet and, well,
you get the idea.

Today, family life has changed so very much.  It
is not enough for children to partipate in a few extra-
curricular activities.  It is part of daily life that home is
really a place to sleep and eat and where you hang your

Sr. Warden...continued on page 2

Triduum Sacrum

For a seasonal Church like the Episcopal
Church, Lent is a spiritually and emotion-
ally loaded time.  This sense of the sea-
son is very concentrated in the last week
of the season, Holy Week, and the ser-
vice which concludes its observance.

That service, known as Triduum encompasses the ob-
servance of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy
Saturday.  This year at St. Michael’s we are going to move
that celebration to a more conscious level.

The way we plan to accomplish this is to publish the
service for the three great days in one booklet, to be re-
used as the days go by.  This approach is consistent with
the overall understanding of Triduum, because a close
inspection of the Prayer Book shows that once the ser-
vice begins on Maundy Thursday, it does not end until
the dismissal at the conclusion of Great Easter Vigil.

Here is the schedule:
· Maundy Thursday –A 7 PM proper liturgy for

Maundy Thursday.  This particular service fo-
cuses on the institution of the Last Supper and
the commandment of Jesus to serve each other
through a ritual foot washing that takes place in
the service.  There will be congregational hymns
and the clearing of celebratory decorations from
the church.

· Good Friday — Noon.  The proper liturgy for
Good Friday will begin in the church in silence
with the tolling of the noonday bells.  This ser-
vice includes the passion reading from John and
communion from the reserved host.  There is no
celebration of the Eucharist from Maundy Thurs-
day until the Great Easter Vigil.  The St. Michael’s
Choristers will be our music leaders.  The church
will remain open for silent prayer and medita-
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hat for many families.  Education, learning social grace,
entertainment, playing, to name a few activities, now
occur outside the home.  Our approach to family is so
different now, the challenges are so complicated, and
technology has influenced us in every aspect of our lives.

So what does all of this have to do with growing
our younger families and youth?  It means we have to
take a hard look at what we offer this population.  Do
the typical activities of the Church of the 1950’s and
1960’s appeal and meet their needs?  I dare say we are
now competing with sports, traveling, and technology-
minded people.   We need to think of how to appeal to
the special needs of the families and youth of today which
means we try to think outside the traditional approach.

We have a small group of energetic parents now
who are doing just this, trying to formulate an approach
to reach families with children.  Our children are our
future.

I found the following example of just how much
technology has influenced our youth of today and I would
like to share it with you to illustrate my point.

A father was approached by his small son who told him
proudly, “I know what the Bible means!”His father
smiled and replied, “What do you mean, you ‘know’ what
the Bible means? The son replied, “I do know!” “Okay,”
said his father. “What does the Bible mean?”“That’s
easy, Daddy...” the young boy replied excitedly, “It stands
for ‘Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.’”

Sr. Warden...continued  from page 1

“Vestry Meetings Open
to Parish”

Did you know Vestry Meetings are open to the Parish?
They are and you should come. See how and what we discuss and
do. If you have something you would like to bring to our attention
or suggest to the Vestry, you are more than welcome to attend. If
you are interested in participating sometime in the future in the
governance of St. Michael’s, please come and join us.

The Vestry meets once a month usually on the 3rd Tues-
day. Here are the scheduled meeting dates for the next three months;
all meetings are at 7pm in the Tildesley Building.
Tuesday, April 26, 2011           Tuesday, May 17, 2011

Tuesday, June 21, 2011
Additionally, the Finance Committee usually meets the Monday
evening before the Vestry at 6:30pm in the Ivy Room. You are
welcome to join us then as well. Jacqueline Barrows, Senior
Warden

tion until 3 PM, the hour noted as that of Christ’s
death.  At that time the doors will be closed until
the next morning.

· Holy Saturday — 9 AM.  A short service of read-
ings will take place in the church.  This is the
one day of the year, where communion is pro-
hibited specifically.

· The Great Easter Vigil—8 PM beginning with
the lighting of the Paschal Candle from a fire at
the doors of the church.  This is the most impor-
tant service of the Christian year for any congre-
gation, although the celebrations on Easter Morn-
ing are important for visitors and occasional
worshippers.  This service calls to mind in read-
ings and baptismal renewal the history of salva-
tion and our part in that history.

This custom of following Jesus’ last three days before
Easter was a practice developed in the Jerusalem area,
on behalf of Pilgrim’s, during the fourth century A.D.
The continuing practice of Holy Week is a powerful re-
minder of the humanity and suffering of Jesus.  In this
day and age, to be reminded that he did not go from tri-
umph to triumph, but passed through human suffering is
an important aspect of the character of Jesus and a re-
minder of humility for all Christians.  In lieu of this re-
membrance, it is all too easy to fall into triumphalism,
thinking somehow Jesus moved from triumphal entry to
triumphant resurrection without any messiness in be-
tween.

Here is my encouragement for this year.  If you are in
Bristol, join us for all three days and try to see if you can
hold them as one continuous service.  If you are by ne-
cessity in other places at these times, find a local church
where you can join in the remembrance.  Christians all
over the world will be honoring this memory by taking
part in the services, and that practice joins us all together
in a worldwide communion.
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Matt Kirchner
Treasurer

Treasurer’s Two Cents

Garry Holmstrom
Jr. Warden

From the
Junior Warden

We are again very fortunate to
have another strong Vestry team this
year to continue serving your faith and
you. Our Vestry meetings are produc-
tive, focused, yet full of great devel-
opment of the missions you confirmed
as vital to SMC. Be proud of this Ves-

try as you have been in the past. An example of just one
of many functions the Vestry is pursuing is to provide
names of parishioners who want to serve in much needed
capacities identified by David, the Parish Office and key
Mission leaders. Deb Fowler, our Clerk, is compiling
the list of ‘needs of the Parish’ that will provide oppor-
tunities for you and friends to consider serving. They
range from Welcoming, Altar Guild and Sunday School
Teachers and weekly service/bulletin folders, to the very
important functions of opening the Church doors for
Sunday services, changing the hymn board and setting
up our beautiful Church for Easter, Christmas, weddings
and memorial services. It does not take much to say yes
when asked. I believe you will gain much more in return
by meeting new friends to join your lunch or Foyer
groups.

Give it some thought and consider the fun of say-
ing ‘Yes’.

Thanks, Garry

PALM SUNDAY

April 17 - 8 and 10am
Blessing of the Palms, Reading of the Passion

According to St. Matthew
Holy Eucharist

MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 21 - 7pm
Footwashing

Holy Eucharist

GOOD FRIDAY

April 22 - Noon
Good Friday Liturgy and Reading of the Passion

According to St. John

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

April 22 - 8:00pm
Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Holy Eucharist

EASTER SUNDAY

April 23 - 8am and 10am

Feast of the Resurrection
Holy Eucharist

Church Office Will Be Closed
On Monday, April 25.

After a past month consisting of
meetings with the Diocese, Finance
Committee, Vestry and Vestry retreat,
the first quarter now finishes with
many St. Michael’s initiatives under-
way and soon to come (please ask if

you would like any detail). That said, this season and
Holy Weeks’ spirituality supersede any urge to comment
on the practical things in this space. See you this month
at St. Michael’s celebration and sincerely hope it is mean-
ingful to all.
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The text could be some-
thing like “Do you know
someone who loves to
sing? The St. Michael’s
Parish Choir is actively
looking for new members
in all voice parts. Experi-
ence is welcome but not
necessary. The Parish
Choir vests on Sundays
from September to June
plus Christmas Eve and
three annual Evensongs.
It’s an excellent way to
use your talents and im-
prove your musical skills.
If you or someone you
know may be interested

in joining, please speak to Waylon Whitley, our organist
and choirmaster, by email at waylon.whitley@gmail.com
or stop by the organ after a Sunday liturgy and introduce
yourself.”

Warm your soul with
Traditional Choral
Evensong—Sunday,
April 3 at 5 p.m.
Come experience one
of the liturgical gems
of our Anglican tradi-
tion as the choirs of
St. Michael’s Church
sing Evensong, the

sung evening prayer service of the Anglican Church. The
Parish Choir will be joined by the St. Michael’s Choris-
ters, our Royal School of Church Music training choir,
for this ancient and mystical prayer service, which lasts
approximately 45 minutes. If you have never been to a
choral Evensong you are in for a treat! A reception will
follow.

ST. MICHAEL’S CHORISTER
BAKE SALE

SUNDAY, APRIL 3

A bake sale to support the St. Michael’s Chorister pro-
gram will be held after the 10am service on April 3. If
you would like to participate by baking please let Waylon
know!

Choristers Sing in Annual
Statewide Youth Evensong

On Sunday, March 13, the St. Michael’s Choristers joined
with 45 singers from around the state in the annual Youth
Evensong. This year’s event was hosted by St. Peter’s-
by-the-Sea in Narragansett. Led by nationally acclaimed
conductor Andrew Sheranian from All Saints, Ashmont
(Boston), the singers represented Royal School of Church
Music programs from five parishes across Rhode Island.
They sang music by David Ashley White, Moses Hogan,
Ian Quinn, and Malcolm Archer of St. Paul’s, London.
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It’s been many years
since an Easter hat has graced a
female head on Easter Sunday.
However, during the days of my
youth, it was unheard of to pass
through the portals of St.
Michael’s Church or any other
church on Easter Sunday or any
other Sunday without some type
of covering on ones head.

The weeks before Easter our heads were filled with
thoughts of Easter bonnets, chocolate bunnies and, in my case,
a bus trip with Aunt Jen Manchester to downtown Providence. I
would claim no relationship to this dear soul whatsoever other
that the fact that we were members of the Congregational Church.
My mother suffered from nervous maladies and was unable to
leave the house so was delighted to put me in the capable hands
of Aunt Jen, the Mary Poppins of her day.

Those were the days when downtown Providence streets
were lined with department stores, Gladdings, where a uniformed
attendant operated the elevator, The Boston Store and Shepards,
where the floors creaked like an old woman’s bones, were on
Wetminister Street. Crossing over, we passed Grace Church and
made our way to Weybosset Street and the Outlet Co., that sur-
passed them all in size and where at Christmas time, animated
figures danced and twirled in the windows and where the real
Santa held court on the second floor.

Aunt Jen never tired of my questions. Her voice was as
soft as cotton balls as she and I experienced what to a young
child was a great adventure, and, as you see, I have never for-
gotten. We climbed a tall wooden staircase to a cafeteria. Years
later when I attempted to find it, it had vanished. Perhaps it was
a figment of my imagination? I do have a vivid one but nothing
could surpass the creamy whipped potato and the meatloaf
topped with rich velvety gravy, nor the homemade apple and
lemon meringue pies.

It would be dark when we boarded the bus that would
take us over the Washington Bridge and through the tiny towns
of Riverside, Barrington and Warren, dropping off sleepy pas-
sengers along the way. Aunt Jen and I got off at the end of the
line, Bristol, I, carrying my Easter bonnet and perhaps a choco-
late bunny or two.

Easter morning Aunt Jen and I sat upon velvet cush-
ions in a pew at the Congregational Church. The sweet odor of
lilies permeated the air like women’s perfume. I felt like Shirley
Temple with my Easter bonnet over my normally straight hair
that had spent the night wearing rag curlers that would guaran-
tee me to look like Shirley Temple, at least until the damp air
from Bristol Harbor passed through our town in early afternoon.

This Easter will find me sitting on wooden pews in a
church here in Jupiter. I imagine there will be the sweet smell of
Easter lilies. I doubt very much if there will be an abundance of
Easter bonnets. The message will be the same “Jesus Christ is
risen today. Alleluia!” We have much to be thankful for, espe-
cially now, when so many in Japan have lost their homes, their
loved ones and are faced with the unknown.

Happy Easter, dear friends.

All Parish
Organizing Meeting for
Capital Funding Needs

All are invited to the Parish House on Thursday, April
14 at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall, where St. Michael’s
Church will meet and plan a parish dinner to kickoff a
Capital Campaign in order to address the ongoing capi-
tal projects of the parish.  There will be a light dinner
and child care.  Peter Saros, our Congregational Devel-
opment Consultant, will guide us through the organiz-
ing process.  This is as vital to our ongoing development
as the annual Stewardship campaign is to a annual fund-
ing of ministry.  We encourage all to be there.

Confirmation Preparation: On Sunday mornings
from 11:45 A.M. until 12:45 P.M. in the Ivy Room,
the Rector is holding a Lenten Series of classes on
the Episcopal Church and Anglicanism for those who
wish to make a formal commitment to living out their
faith in the Episcopal Church. These classes are in-
tended for anyone and especially for those who will be
sixteen years of age by May 21 and wish to be Con-
firmed, Received into Communion, or formally renew
their baptismal vows at a Deanery-wide service to be
held at Emmanuel Church, Newport Rhode Island on
Saturday afternoon, May 21 at 2:00 P.M.  If you are in-
terested, please let the Parish Administrator, Betty Vargas
know by calling (401)253-7717 or email us at
stmichaels@fullchannel.net.

Forum on Confirmation
Preparation

by Marcia Bickford Torrey



8

You just may be
“THEMATCH!”

by Andrew Nash

Last April, I was in a hospital room when a doc-
tor said something to me that will stay with me forever.
He told me that it was likely that I had saved a life that
day.  A pretty powerful statement and I think God had at
least a hand in this, but I share this with you in the hope
that others will share my experience.

Last March, I was identified as a  match for a 10
year old leukemia patient who needed a bone marrow
transplant.  After further tests, the green light was given
for the bone marrow harvest for April 22nd.  Since then,
all reports have been positive for the patient whom I have
not met yet.  In October, I was told that his progress was
spectacular.

The reason that I share this with you is to per-
haps inspire others to help.  In conjunction with a blood
drive on April 10th in the Parish House, there will also be
a bone marrow drive for 5 year old Katelyn Bailey.
Katelyn, who lives in Middletown, is fighting cancer for
the second time in her life.  The Rhode Island Blood
Center and The National Marrow Donor Program has
not found the match that Katelyn needs.  That match
could be here in our community.

As I write this, I must confess that our family has
a Sunday routine, between Sunday School, Church Ser-
vice and a few treats at coffee time, we always find a
reason to not  cross the street for whatever event may be
at the Parish House.  We would be hard pressed to turn
away from this.  If you find that you are like my family,
I ask you to make an exception on April 10th.  Go before
church services, or go after…but please go and get on
the Bone Marrow Registry.  You would be giving Katelyn
and her family the hope that they need.  You just may be
THE match!

Blood Drive and Bone
Marrow Registration

Sunday, April 10, 2011
9am-12pm

Parish House

St. Michael’s Book Club
April Meeting Cancelled.

The usual time for our meeting is
the last Monday of the month.  However this conflicts
with the Easter Holiday.  Therefore, the meeting is can-
celled for April and moved to May 9 at 7 p.m.  The host-
ess for the meeting is Jennifer DeWolf, 9 Weetamoe Farm
Drive in Bristol.

The featured book is:  “Praying for Sheetrock”
by Melissa Fay Greene.  This is a true story which the
author wrote after fifteen years of listening to stories told
by the people of McIntosh County, Georgia, an area of
the South that was bypassed by the Civil Rights move-
ment.  In the 1970’s, the minority white population had
all the political and economic power and preyed on the
Yankee tourists passing through on their way to Florida.
Then, an unemployed African-American man, father of
four, dared to stand up and challenge the corrupt system
which had kept much of the citizens poor and powerless
for a long time.  It’s a fascinating read and it fits in with
our general theme of hearing the voices of all our fellow
human beings.

Please join us in fellowship and discussion of
this book on May 9.

Free Event!

Christina Rees is a well known pub-
lic speaker, writer, and broadcaster as well
as a member of the General Synod of the
Church of England and the former Chair
of WATCH (Women and the Church).

Many of us have trouble talking about God to our
friends and neighbors, but Christina talks openly about God
on the BBC and in the Guardian, the most prominent news
outlets of the UK. She has learned a bit about evangelism in
the process, so we’ve invited her out to spend two mornings
with us, sharing practical tools and ideas. Come learn how to
share Christ’s love effectively and honestly with the com-
munity around your church as well as the individuals you
see in your every-day life.

Saturday April 9th, 2011 9am-Noon
Synod Hall, The Cathedral of St. John

Please register on our website by April 7th. The
parish who has the most people register will receive, for each
attendee, a copy of Christina Ree’s new book “Feast + Fast,
Food for Lent and Easter”, so bring a friend! Want to know
who is going? After you register, Visit the event on Facebook
too.
If you have any problems registering online please contact
Gloria@episcopalri.org 401-274-4500 to let us know!
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PLEASE HELP US KEEP UP WITH NEW MEMBERS AND UPDATES
TO YOUR CURRENT INFORMATION

Simply fill in the information below and place it in the offering plate, or in the basket at the back of the church
or send to the Parish Office: P. O. Box 414, Bristol, RI 02809

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home _____________________ Cell __________________________

email: _____________________________________________________________

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If your name is not listed and you
would like it to be, please contact
the church office and give us the
appropriate date, either wedding
anniversary or birthday.

Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

John Silvia 04/02
Trevor Ensign 04/02
Katie Lowis 04/02
Donald Knapman 04/03
Deborah Rude 04/03
Brenda Munro 04/03
Carolyn Lucey 04/04
Jennifer DeWolf 04/05
John Silvia 04/07
Megan Birch 04/10
Jaclyn Vargas 04/11
Michael Mann 04/11
Michael Santolupo 04/12
Pamela Romano 04/15

John and Nancy Reskusich 04/03
Harold and Marie Mello 04/04
Michael and Laura Butler 04/15
DeWolf and Martha Fulton 04/27

Marie Mello 04/16
William McCaw 04/17
Marie Knapman 04/17
David Cassick 04/19
Tim Rodriguez 04/19
Zachary Birch 04/19
Dylan Furtado 04/19
Mark DeWolf 04/21
Sean Cummins 04/21
Patricia Lewis 04/25
David Lucey 04/25
Waterman Brown 04/29
Ellie Donovan 04/29
Edward Sevigny 04/30

Reach Out Forum
Sunday, April 10, 2011

The Reach-Out Committee will be sponsoring a discus-
sion of Habitat for Humanity-East Bay by Susan
Donovan, President of this group immediately follow-
ing the 10am service on Sunday, April 10. There have
been some exciting new developments. Please come, lis-
ten and learn. light refreshments will be served.

EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT
RESPONSE TO EARTHQUAKE AND

TSUNAMI IN JAPAN

If you would like to support the church in
Japan please mail a check to:

Episcopal Relief & Development
P. O. Box 7058

Merrifield, VA 22116-7058
or go to www.er-d.org

to make a donation by credit card

Or send a check made out to The Diocese of Rhode
Island, 275 North Main St., Providence, RI 02903 for

a joint diocesan contribution to ERD.
All contributions should be earmarked for “Japan”.
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HOSPITAL VISITATION
Please let the church office know (401-253-7717) if you or some-
one in your family is in the hospital so that we may extend Pasto-
ral Care.  With government regulations, Health Information Port-
ability Accountability Act (HIPAA), if a hospitalized person does
not choose to be listed in the hospital directory, one would not
know about his/her being in the hospital.

April 3, Sunday             2:00pm
St. Elizabeth’s Manor, Bristol

Celebrant: The Rev. Mark DeWolf

April 5,  Tuesday 11:00am
Silver Creek Nursing Home, Bristol
Celebrant: The Rev. David J. Lucey

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter or
if you are receiving it by mistake, please call
the church office or e-mail a note to us  at
stmichaels@fullchannel.net with the name and
address to be removed and we will make the
correction.
You can also receive this newsletter via email.
Just email us your address and we will send it
to you. This newsletter is also available on the
website. Thank you.

After 5 Days Return to
St. Michael's Church
P.O. Box 414
399 Hope St.
Bristol, RI 02809-0414
Change Service Request

Time Dated Material -- Please Do Not Delay

Telephone:(401)253-7717 Fax: (401) 253-7785
Email:stmichaels@fullchannel.net

Website:stmichaelsbristolri.org

Office Hours: M-F 8:30am - 4:30pm

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist -Wednesday: 7:00 a.m.


