NEWSLETTER
December 2008

w 1

Parish Newsletter of . Michael’s Church in Bristol, Rl

ST. MICHAEL'S

N G S

02809-0414

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are the
eyes through which Christ’s compassion is to look out on this earth, yours are the feet with which
he is to go about doing good, and yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now.

Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582

From Our
| nterim Rector

The Rev. Paul Twelves

During most of my adult life there has been amis-match
between the cultural Christmas Story and the New Testa-
ment Christmas Story.

Theculturd (American) Christmas Story hasan auracof high
expectation growing out of abundance. It thrivesby creating
afantasy inwhichweadl giveand recelvegiftsthat will make
us unbelievably happy and that will enhancerelationships
withthose near and dear. This Christmas Story issupported
by an extravaganzaof stringsof lights, decorated trees, ap-
propriate musi ¢ (Sometimes) and €l egant wrappingsin store
displays. Itisastory of thewonders of excess.

The New Testament Christmas Story isasharp contrast. It
isabout apregnant, peasant teen-ager, who isrequired to
travel to Joseph’stown of origin becausethegovernmentin
faraway Romehasarbitrarily decreed that’swhereyou have
to be at censustime. No matter that you’ re pregnant and
about to deliver. Get there. Thisisan oppressive govern-
ment that cares about people only to suck every advantage
it can out of them.

When theweary travel ersget to Bethlehem, aninggnificant
outpost inthe powerful Roman Empire, thereisno placeto

Say.

Thebirthisattended by shepherds—not quitethe middle
classwetalk so much aboui.

TheNew Testament Christmas Story isabout God entering
human lifethrough thosewho havelittle and who count for
little.

Interim Rector...Continued on page 2

Senior Warden’s
Corner

John Reskusich

Asthe holiday seasons of Advent and Christmas
areupon us, | look back on ayear of continued good works
by good people. One specific areathat needseveryone’s
assigance, atention, andinvolvement isParish Devel opment.
Andthiscomesfull circlewithAdvent. If yourecal, the
group that has been meeting periodically sincethe spring
developed avision statement. Itis:

“ Building a welcoming church community,
eucharistically centered,
that embraces family and
pastoral relationships
...open doors, open hearts.”

Each and every year, we prepare ourselves emo-
tionaly and spiritually to (re-)welcome Jesus at Christmas.
Wedisplay andlight theAdvent candlessymbolizing therun
upto hisBirth. Weget ready each week for that climax and
cel ebration of joy and expectation.

Yet, Parish Development, asisenvisioned above, is
preparing oursel vescontinualy; getting reedy for others, our
Guestsand Vidgitors, tojoinusat Saint Michael’sand at the
Eucharistictable. We arein an Advent-ure of being pre-
pared to welcome anyone and everyone that cometo our
doors.

Thisisespecidly important now becausefor nearly
4 yearswe have devel oped and been preparing ourselves
for anew rector. | do not know when anew rector will be
called. Weall pray that it will be soon. But, regardless of
whenanew rector iscalled, wemust prepare ourselvesfor

hisor her “ advent”.
Senior\Warden...Continued on page 2
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The mismatch between cultural Christmasand religious
Christmas could be described further. But you get the point.

Because of thefaltering economy, the mismatch between
cultural Chrigmasand New Testament Chrigmasislessthan
inany year sncethe Great Depression (why do we capital-
izethesewords?). That'sbad news. At least, materidly. But,
if we can open ourselvesto the possibility, it may just be
good news, spiritudly.

Thegood news:

» Lowered expectations—and, hopefully, an accom-
panying senseof relief and relaxation.

» Appreciationof “things’ becausetherewill befewer
—and givenmorethoughtfully.

* Focusonrdationships.

* Reflectiononwhat’simportantinmy life.

* Hearing the Christmas Story, New Testament ver-
son, afresh.

May Christmas, despitethe despair over the economy, be
good newsfor you.

Paul Twelves

Senior Warden..Continued from page 1

| ask that we pray for peaceinthistroubled world welivein
and for stability inall of our economiesthat are so inter-
twined. Pray for hope and the expectations of a better to-
morrow. Pray for an excellent Advent-ure!

Happy Chrisgmastoall!!
John Reskusich
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CHRISJIMAS

Fromthe Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and

Staff of
St. Michael's Chuuwrch

Christmas Flower
Memorials

If youwouldliketo haveflowersin
thechurchfor Chrigmasinmemory
of aloved one please use the en-
closed flower memorial envelope
and return it to the church by
December 19thwith your donation
of $25.00.

“Vestry Meetings
Open to Parish”

Did you know Vestry Meetings are open to the
Parish? They are and you should come. See how and
what wediscussand do. If you have something youwould
liketo bring to our attention or suggest to the Vestry, you
aremorethan welcometo attend. If you areinterestedin
possibly participating sometimeinthefutureinthegover-
nanceof . Michael’s, pleasecomeandjoinus.

The Vestry meets onceamonth usually the 3rd
Tuesdays. Hereisour scheduled meeting datesfor the
rest of theyear. All meetingsareat 7pmintheTildedey

Bldg.
Tuesday, December 16th

Additionally, the Finance Committee usually meetsthe
Monday evening beforethe Vestry at 6:30pminthelvy
Room. You arewelcometojoin usthen aswell.

JohnReskusich
Senior Warden
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Report On 218th RI Diocesan
Convention

by Elaine Cohen/(Gotovich), Delegate

As a delegate to our 218" Annual RI Diocesan
Convention, | haveafew thoughtsto sharewith my church
community at St. Michael’s. Bishop Geralyn Wolf deliv-
ered the Convention Address as our spiritual leader and
CEO. The business of the day wasthe discussion on the
pending resolutionsonimmigration, davery and disaster pre-
paredness.

BishopWolf reminded usthat wearemorethan mem-
bersof each of our loca parishes, but membersof thechurch
community through our baptismin Christ and renewd in par-
taking of the Eucharist. Shereminded usof our purpose of
the proclamation of the spiritual message of God'sforgive-
ness, savation, and grace.

Bishop Wolf’swordsspokeof theredity of theworld
around us, and thefear and anxiety wearefacingdaily. This
sameredity confrontsusdaily inour work places, loca pa
pers, and nightly newscasts. | heard thewordsof:

-8.8% unemployment inthe state of RI

-jobscutsin many industries, and businesses

dosng

-homeforeclosuresaffectingownersandrentersdike

-ingtability of our financiad marketsand investments

vgporizing

-declining church enrollment & church expenses

rang

| also heard words of hope, and the top four(4) “must

have’ hopeswere:

1-Continued worshipping the Lord each & every
Sunday, through word and sacramentsin good weather &
bad, good times and bad, and in good moods and bad.

2-Growthin Hispanic Ministry, dueto growthin
proportion of Spanish speaking peoplesin the population
mix of RI. Out of discussion camethe recommendation of
church sponsored English asasecond language classes at
theparishlevd.

3-Totakeserioudy Christianformationfor al ages,
and in action thewords become “Infor m-Form-Trans-
form” within our parishes. Thefruitsof thishopehaveblos-
somed at St. Michael’s through our Children’s Sunday

School, Adult Inquirers’ Classand book discussions. The
thought provoking questions proposed were:

“What do Christiansbelieve’?

“What doesit meantoliveaChrigtianlife?’

4-Let go of doom & gloom thoughtsof the* glassis
half empty”. Itistimetotakeonanattitudeof gratitude, and
count our many blessingsfrom God. Theblessingsof good
weather, good crops, and good health arejust afew of the
multitude of everyday things, which God hasbestowed and
blessed usbountifully.

We heard from our guest Speaker , Bishop Charles
Jenkins|l1, Diocese of LA, about the devastationin LA
caused by Katrina. We heard about the continuing work on
our companion relationship with the Diocese of L ouisana
and theministry opportunitiesthat are currently available.
Someof theseare: Mission Trips-” Rebuilding Orleans”, -
Children connected asPenpals, -”One Story at aTime” as
adopt afamily

When we broke out for group discussions, | at-
tended the Disaster Preparednessworkshop. | learned that
all disastersstart localy and endlocally. Itisimportant that
our parish and diocese preparefor any type of emergency.
At our federa and statelevelswe haveingtitutionsready for
action. Intimesof natural disaster wehave FEMA, andin
times of winter blizzard stormswe have our RI National
Guard. We do not wish to duplicate, but to interfacewith
existing disaster teamsand assist with our resourcesto our
neighborsin our community. Out of thediscussionwasthe
confirmation of theresol ution to assembleacommission of
five(5) individuds, with experienceindisaster planning. The
goal isto beablefromthediocesan level down throughto
the parishlevel to have adisaster planin placeto preserve
church records, to identify parishionersin need of higher
care because of being disabled or elderly, and haveat dis-
posd theavailability of spaceto offer refugeintimeof disas-
ter.

Inclosing | wishto expressmy gratitudefor the op-
portunity to act asadd egatefrom . Michagl’sparish. May
the messagethat | carried back to you from Bishop Wol f
continuefor today and each and every day to “remind us
who weare and what we are about. Weare Christ follow-
ers, disciples, with the bible as our guide, aswe continue
with our goal, thetransformation and salvation of theworld
and her peoples.”

Peace
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If your name is not listed
and youwould likeit to be,
please contact the church
office and give us the ap-

Birthdays

RitaCrabtree 12/01 ChrisFay
Susan Sorrentino 12/01 KatelynButler
SarahAbate 12/02 Carol Faulkner
AlexandraRobitaille  12/02 JonathanKristopik
Curt Chase 12/06 JonnieGreer
Susan Morettini 12/08 Matthew Kirchner
MarshaPrindiville ~ 12/08 ArthurManuel
PrisgillaGill 12/09 AnnaRowell
Emily Reynolds 12/10 Max Cohen
Frank Munro 12/12 KateHarden
Edith Turner 12/14 RobertHollands
Philip Bennett 12/14 ElizabethHazlett
AnaLid 12/14 CynthiaCambrola
Noah K rupowicz 12/15 Paul Prindiville
Philip Berretto 12/15 MélissaMarine

Jll Cabord

WeddingAnniversaries

Bruceand Nancy Moger
Robert and VVeletaCurran
Johnand Mary AnnAllen
Gary and Jane Mesagno
Janeand John Corbishley

12/01
12/13
12/13
12/30
12/31

BICYCLESNEEDED

s ersanes propriate date, either wed-
2, This Month! dinganniversary or birthday.

12/16
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/24
12/26
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/31

Glenn Donovan, parishioner
and volunteer for theRISE
program, knowsof 5or 6

adult malesin need of bicycles.

If you areableto help please
contact Glenn Donovan at 253-7837 or email him at
gdonovan@lifespan.org.

Comeand
Join Us!

Adult Choir Rehearsals
Wednesdays- 7-9pm -Chantry

Handbell Choir Rehear sals
Fridays- 6pm

S. Michae’sAngel Choir
First and third Sundaysof themonth
-After the 10am service
Children ages 3 through 11 areinvited to participate. We
will besinging, moving, learning somesign language, and
playing percussioninstruments!

NewsFrom
Bristol Good Neighbors

December 22-Christmas Dinner will be served
December 24, 25, 31 and January 1-Bristol Good Neigh-
borswill beclosed.

With the holidaysupon usBristol Good Neighbors
gratefully accepts, canned and dry foods, food gift cardsto
Stop & Shop or Seabra, and clothing.

The soup kitchen islooking for donors for their
Adopt-A-Family programfor Christmas. If youwouldlike
to beadonor please contact Janet Stephenson, director, at
254-0726. Giftsshould be delivered to the Parish Houseno
later than December 12th.
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Something New for Advent,
Christmasand Epiphany

Advent isatime of preparation, Christmasisaseason of joy,
and Epiphany iswhen aLight shinesin the darkness. Any of
these is a reason for contemplation and reflection. One of
the oldest and least understood practices in our tradition is
meditation. Practiced by such Christian mysticsasHildegard
von Bingen (1098 — 1179), Ignatius of Loyola (1491 —1556),
and Henri Nouwen (1932 —1996), meditation hastaken many
forms and provides us with arich opportunity to deepen our
sacred experience.

Schedule: (all meetingswill beat 7:30in the lvy Room)

* Thursday, 11 December (Advent and Christ-
mas) — Lectio Divinais Latin for divine read-
ing. Thistraditional Christian practice of scrip-
tural reading and meditation isintended to en-
gender communion with God through The
Word. Our exercise will enable participants
to carry the practice into our personal prayer
livesthroughout Advent, Christmas and when-
ever the need to connect through scripture
moves us to prayer.

» Thursday, 8 January (Epiphany) — Hildegard
von Bingen, a German abbess, author, coun-
selor, linguigt, naturalist, scientist, philosopher,
physician, herbalist, poet, visionary and com-
poser contributed much to the practice of medi-
tation. Our exercise will include the music of
Hildegard von Bingen.

* Thursday, 22 January (Epiphany) — Ignatius
of Loyoladeveloped amethod called Spiritual
Exercises that are designed to lead the practi-
tioner through several months of guided prayer
and mediation on the life of Christ. We will
explore selected meditations that include
themes from Epiphany.

»  Thursday, 5 February (Epiphany) —Henri Jozef
Machiel Nouwen was a Dutch Cathalic priest
and prolific author of booksonthe spiritud life.
Nouwen, while considered controversial by
some, continues to be one of the most widely
read modern Christian theologians. His ex-

egesison the bel ovedness of God changed the
church’sunderstanding of our relationship with
God. Our meditation exercises will draw on
passages from Nowen’s Out of Solitude:
Three Meditations on the Christian Life.

e Thursday, 19 February (Epiphany) — In con-
temporary Christian meditation, kinetic contem-
plative methodsinclude music, yoga, labyrinth
walks and other active forms. Our exercise
will use the ancient practice of yogain acon-
temporary contemplative form. Wear com-
fortable clothes. More information provided
before the meeting.

Christian meditation isarich heritage that leads many into a
fuller relationshipwith God. Thisprogramisintendedto give
participants information and practice that they can explore
further in the context of prayer life. Feel free to participate
at your own level of comfort. For more information, please
contact L ouisa Jones 396-5067.

The Greater Tiverton
Community Chorus
Presents“ A Classical Christmas’

Another festive concert by the Greater Tiverton Community
Chorus- Saturday, December 13, at 7:30pm in S.
Michad’sChurch. BethArmstrong, ChorusDirector, an-
nounces” A Classical Christmas’ , featuring the Mozart
“Coronation Mass’ with chamber orchestra. Ticketscan be
purchased at thedoor for $10. Children 16 and under are
free. Savethedate.
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It’sLive Nativity TimeAgain!
Sunday, December 7th at 5pm

by Leta Cain

Childrenand adultsare participating in theevent which will
be held in the garden areanext to the Church on Hope
Street. Inadditionto theHoly Family, the cast will include
shepherds, magi, angels, and townsfolk. The Church will
be open to the public for self-guided toursand will be
decorated in candle-light. Some Charles Dickens-like
characterswill grace our iron gateswith cookiesand joy.

If you areinterested in baking some cookies please
contact Beth Fay at 254-2665.

Come all ye faithful!

(Takealook at someof last year’s photos bel ow)

.l.
Schedule of

Ak,

N—=o

3

ChristmasEve-December 24th

4:30pm - Family Servicewith Eucharist
Traditiondly S. Michael’ shaspresented achildren’sChrigt-
mas Pageant at the 4:30pm service on ChristmasEve. We
areissuingacall toall children ages4-11 who wish to par-
ticipate asan angel, animal, shepherd, or wisemaninthe
pageant. It doesn’t require alot of rehearsing or alot of
talent, just your presence. Weknow alot of familiesattend
thisservicewith their children and would liketo givethe
childrenthe opportunity to participatein the pageant. If you
would likeyour childto participate please contact the church
office at 253-7717 or email Betty at
stmichael s@fullchannel .net by or before Friday, December
5", Rehearsalsare planned for Sunday, Dec. 14" and 21%
following the 10am service (around 11:30am- 12:15pm) in
the church. Wereally would liketo haveasmany childrenas
possible participate. It'sgreat fun!

10:00pm - Festive Eucharist

ChristmasDay- December 25th
10:00am - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 28th
8:00am - Holy Eucharist

10:00am - Serviceof ChristmasLessons& Carols
6:00pm - Holy Eucharist

Note: Duetothe Grand Illuminationand Live Nativity
therewill not bea6pm Eucharist on
Sunday, December 7th

Church officewill be closed on Thursday, December 25th
and Friday, December 26th and also on Thursday, January
1st and Friday January 2nd.
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ST.MICHAEL'S
MEMORABILIAFOR SALE

As part of our 290th celebration we had hats,
t-shirtsand bagsimprinted with“ St. Michael’s Churchin
Bristol Celebrating290years’ . Theseitemsweregivenasa
token of thanksto those who contributed to the 290th Fund
whichwill bereturned to the General Fund within our en-
dowment. We still have some of theseitemsand will be of-
feringthemfor sdle. Thehatsare $ 12.00; T-shirts $10.00;
and the bags are $10.00.

If youareinterestedin purchasing any of theseitems,
thereareorder formsavailable at the back of thechurchto
befilled out and returned to the office.

HALL Sy Aary
LI LI "

Plae BV oo el farm.

Sep #3 of Effective Church*

3. Take the initiative to build
relabonships with people and
groups in the wider community
beyond your congregation,
Hefuse 1o be solated, Take to the streets, the
ol FI'I‘E'IFI-H. library and parks of vour
comimurity. Be cunous about whats goamg
an. Ceet imviolved in community events, Meet
people, Introduce yourself as a member of
the church. Invite people o “come and see”

&
(N
(i

"u
g =

Sep #3 of I neffective Church*

3. Practice the following
evangelism strategy:

“If they want us, they
know where to find us.”
o ety Assume that everyone does know
Ly 1 where vou are and what yvou are. Tt

T L
A can also be helpful if vour building
}u_tl:?l looks like a medieval fortress, 1f you
¢ 4 3.':‘ don’t have that going for you,
t encourage your ushers and greeters
to look like palace guards as they
perform their role.

iy
i

* Taken from The 7 Habits of Highly I neffective and
Effective Churches by Anthony B. Robinson

(Continued from John Reskusich’s article from the
October issue of WINGS)
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ST.MICHAEL' SCHURCH OF BRISTOL

Matthew 6:21
2009 Stewardship “ON LOAN” Campaign

| want to help support the mission of St. Michael’s Church by pledging,

Jesussaid, “ For whereyour treasureis, there your heart will be also.”

$ each week, or $ per month, or $ annually, or $ other/specify.
Do you want weekly offering envel opes? Yes No
Name Telephone
Address

Email Address:

If you have not pledged in the past, please consider doing so.
For those who have pledged, please consider stretching your pledge for 2009.
e appreciate your generous contribution.

PLEDGE CARD

PLEASE TEAR OFFAND SEND TO ST.MICHAEL'SCHURCH, P.0.BOX 414, BRISTOL, Rl 02809

STEWARDSHIPUPDATE FOR 2008

Please consider sending in your outstanding pledge balance

Remember S. Michad’s

before the end of the year.

Pedgingunits 112
Amount pledged: $127,777

Total received on pledgesto date: $96,879

Church in your will and estate
planning and help ensure our
mission as your legacy for
future generations.

A GUIDE TO GIVING IN THANKSGIVING TO GOD

| Annual Income | | | | | | | | TITHE | |

| [ | 3% [ | 5% | | 7% [ | 10w | | 15%
$20,000 $600.00 $1,000.00 $1,400.00 $2,000.00 $3,000.00
$30,000 $900.00 $1,500.00 $2,100.00 $3,000.00 $4,500.00
$40,000 $1,200.00 $2,000.00 $2,800.00 $4,000.00 $6,000.00
$50,000 $1,500.00 $2,500.00 $3,500.00 $5,000.00 $7,500.00
$100,000 $3,000.00 $5,000.00 $7,000.00 $10,000.00 $15,000.00
$150,000 $4,500.00 $7,500.00 $10,500.00 $15,000.00 $22,500.00
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Third Annual Faith Walk for
Charity a Success - Raising
Nearly $8,000 for Rhode Island
Coalition Against
Domestic Violence

by Chris Fay

On a recent, rainy Sunday afternoon in Colt State
Park, a Rabbi from a Barrington temple, a Deacon from a
Bristol Catholic church, an Imam from aProvidence Muslim
worship center, and a Pastor from a Providence Baptist church
stood together to say aprayer, and then led roughly 100 Rhode
Islanders on a one mile walk to support child victims of do-
mestic violence.

During the brief prayer service, each clergy person
reflected on theimportanceto hisor her religioustradition of
helping neighborsin need. Later, one participant fromaChris-
tian tradition remarked "1 was struck by how similar they all
sounded." Indeed, there was a strong feeling of solidarity at
theevent. Imam Farid Ansari put it poignantly when said that
all people, from every race and religion, working together to
help those in need, is the picture that God wants to see.

"We are truly fortunate to be selected as this year's
recipient of the Faith Walk for Charity fundraiser proceeds.
The money raised during thiswonderful event will truly bea
well received blessing," said Deborah DeBare, Executive Di-
rector of the Rhode Idland Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
lence. "During these difficult financia times, these fundswill
enable us to provide services for children who witness do-
mestic violence. This type of program is our best hope for
breaking theintergenerational cycle of domestic abusewithin
many families."

Faith Walk for Charity existsnot only to help thosein
need, but also to celebrate what is common about different
religions - to stress that helping neighborsin need is a com-
mon denominator among different faiths. Each year, the ad-
visory board of FaithWalk for Charity, whichiscomprised of
leaders of avariety of Rhode Island religious groups, chooses
a secular human need to be served, and a beneficiary to sup-
port. Faith Walk for Charity isnot areligious organization; it
isan independent, non-profit RI corporation with 501(c) 3 fed-
eral tax status. For more, visit the Faith Walk for Charity
website: www.faithwalkforcharity.org

Faith Walk for Charity was started by the St.
Michael's outreach committee.

(Dueto a printing error this article is being rerun in thisissue.)
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
AT BRISTOL'SNURSING

by The Rev. Cece Perry

Yes, the days ahead will be very busy — from
Thanksgiving to Christmasweek, we seemto betryingto
dotoo many thingsat once. Yet | will ask youto consider
stretching yoursdlf alittlemore, stretch your wings, and take
partinavery rewarding ministry —— onceor twiceduring
themonth.

Theresdentsinnursng homesarewatchingontele-
vison many family programsabout children and grandchil-
dren getting together for special times. And our residents
arewithout thair immediatefamily membersmogt of thetime.
If they have avisit on a Sunday afternoon, they arefortu-
nate.

Sothose of uswho do the nursing homemi rmgx on

page 9

Tuesdaysfor . Michad'sinviteyoutojoinus. Bethereas
that extra neighbor, the son who can’t quite get in or the
daughter who has so many responsibilities— comewith
your children, and watch the activity of theyoung people
bring smilestotheresidents.

Tuesdaysare always specia days— wehavethe
pleasure of worshipping together with older folkswho are
so pleased to be part of aworship service. Theresidents
watch each one of us aswe take on the responsibility of
hel ping with the reading of alesson or singing together or
distributing communion throughout theroom. They need
our help finding the pagefor aprayer or for theinterces-
sons.

And you probably know that we have been short of
volunteers. Some of the most faithful among us have not
been ableto come—illness, difficulty in getting around.
And afew of our volunteers are taking aweek or two to
vistwarmer climesand bewith the other membersof their
familiesin Floridaor wherever they may go.

So put asmile on your face, find afunny hat and
placeit on your head, and come and bring good cheer to
thosewho liveweek after week in our nursing homes.

Specid gifts, thosegiftsof compassonandloveare
meant to be shared. Andweall havethem — they arethe
giftsgivento us, those“talents’ that the L ord has placed

withineach of us. They arenot to beburiedintheground—
they areto be celebrated and given freely to others. A
loving heart and words of kindnessand encouragement are
thegiftswegivetoothers. Andtheresidents, perhapsyour
family members, your neighbors, will thank you. Andyou
will enjoy thelovereturnedtoyou, their gift smply because
you have been present, you have shared alittletimewith
them.

Thenursing homescheduleisprinted withinthe Sun-
day bulletin and a so can be seen in the glassenclosed board
infront of the officewith other announcements.

Hopeto hear from you soon— or just join us—
planto pray with us, to sing with us, and rgjoicewith all of
theresidentsand the nursing hometeam.

God's peace bewith you.

rxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxﬁ

Our Nursin,
Home Ministry

ekl
December 7, Sunday 2:00 pm
. Elizabeth’ sManor, Bristol
Ceebrant: TheRev. Mark DeWolf
December 2, Tuesday 11:00am
Silver Creek Nursing Home, Bristol
December 9, Tuesday 10:00am
. Elizabeth’sManor, Bristol
December 16, Tuesday 3:00pm
Grace Barker, Warren
December 23, Tuesday 10:30am
Haven Hedlth, Warren
Celebrant: TheRev. CeciliaPerry

!xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxﬂ



GIFTSOF WOMEN
THE ECW OF RHODE |SLAND

by The Rev. Cece Perry

November has been abusy month. atimeto evalu-
ate our work, to complete reports, to plan new projects,
andtorecognizeand givethanksfor themany giftsof Church
Women.

Theannua businessmeeting of the Episcopa Church
Women washeld on November 8 at the parish hall of Holy
Trinity ChurchinTiverton, Rl. Thewomen of Holy Trinity
welcomed thevigtorsand provided coffeeand refreshments.
The Luncheon was catered. Several women from St.
Michedl’ sattended the meeting, the Eucharit, and luncheon.
Names were presented for openings on the ECW Board
and were voted on and approved. Thepositionfor Mis-
sonswasnot filled. No new namewas presented whenthe
Missionschairpersonfoundit necessary toresgn. Although
St. Michael’sdoes not have an active ECW group, if any-
onewould liketo serve onthe Board and learn about this
ministry and others, please contact the Rev. Cece Perry.

Mrs. Kathy Lavallee, Director of Hallworth House,
the Episcopa nursing homeon Benefit Street in Providence,
was present to receive agrant of $23,000 from the National
Episcopa Church United Thank Offering. Thisgrant will
enableHalworth Houseto purchaseanew vanwithlift and
runners to accommodate wheel chairs. Residents of
Hallworth House canlook forward to easier tripsto doctors
and specia event days.

Those present then moved to the Church, and pre-
pared for the celebration of the Eucharist; the Rt. Rev.
Geralyn Wolf officiated and was assisted by the Rev. Alan
Gates, rector of Holy Trinity. Mrs. Carolyn Howell, organ-
istat Holy Trinity, kept usall singing. TheBishop received
the United Thank Offering brought infrom parishesthroughout
the Diocese.

Sister Grace of the Sisters of St. Margaret in
Roxbury, MA, was the speaker for the day —— She
brought picturesand memoirsfrom her work asaspiritua
coordinator for theministry offered following theattack on
theWorld Trade Center in September of 2001. Sheread
severd of thelettersthat school children had writtento the
firemen and policemen who provided rescue and recovery
work after that tragedy.

Sister Grace spent the weekend in Bristol and
preached at St. Michael’son Sunday, November 9, at both
the8and 10 0’ clock services. Shepreached onthelessons
for that Sunday, and at thetimefor announcements, told us
about her vocation asanun and how she cameto enter the
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Convent. Because most peopleinour areaarenot familiar
with Episcopa nuns, many weresurprisedtolearnthat Sis-
ter Graceispart of the Episcopal Church. Shetold usthat
thereare 26 ordersfor nunsand 6 ordersfor monks. The
Sistersof St. Margaret in Boston and the S stersof theHoly
Nativity inWheding, WV, areamong the ordersknownin
our area. TheSistersof theHoly Nativity at onetimehada
housein Providence and participated in the ministry of sev-
era city churchesand still have anumber of Associatesin
Rhodeldand. TheSistersof St. Margaret also have many
associates, both men and women, inthe Dioceseof RI.
The monastery, the Society of St. John the Evangelist in
Cambridge, MA, isbetter knownin our areathrough their
publicationsand through theRt. Rev. Thomas Shaw, Bishop
of Massachusetts, who isamember of that community.
And another men’sorder in the Episcopal Church, the Or-
der of the Holy Cross of West Park , NY, hasbeen in the
news recently as their house in Santa Barbara, CA, was
completely destroyed by fireinthedevadtingfiresinthethird
week of November.

Sister Gracethanked both the ECW of RI and St.
Michael’sfor their financial giftstothe Convent.
Sister Grace hastold usthat the Sistersare ableto visit at
other timesto providequiet daysor retreats, and they invite
peopleinour areato visit them at the Convent in Roxbury,
MA. Simply cal ahead to make arrangements.

A busy month—

FROM THE ECW President, Kay Meyer. Kay Meyer used this prayer in
the Winter 2007 issue of COMMUNIQUE, the ECW journal. Itsauthor
is Sr Francis Drake (1540—1596), the first explorer to circumnavigate
theearth:

Disturb us, Lord when we are too pleased with ourselves.
When our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little.
When we arrived safely because we sailed too close to the shore.

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst for the waters of life.
Having falleninlovewithlife, wehavec
eased to dream of eternity.
And in our effortsto build anew earth,
We have allowed our vision of the new Heavento dim.

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, To venture on wilder seas
Where stormswill show Your mastery,
Where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.

We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes;
And to push back the future in strength,
courage, hope, and love.

Thiswe ask in the name of our Captain,

who is Jesus Christ.
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Don’t Messwith Santa Claus,
A Bastion in Changing Times

by Marcia Torrey

Beforel had digested by Thanksgiving turkey, awhite-bearded, grandfatherly
figuredressed in acrimson suit appeared on my television screen asthe star performer
of Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. In the daysthat followed, he was seen ontown
street corners waving to passing motorists and at the shopping malls where he held
court to theanimal cracker crowd.

My young granddaughter informed me his namewas Ho-Ho. My grandsonsre-
ferredto him as Santa. Hea so answersto St. Nick, KrisKringleand Father Christmas.
Aboveall, hesymbolizesthe spirit of Christmas.

| was a product of the era of the Outlet Department Store’s dedicated Santas during a period when downtown
Providencewasthefocusof our Christmasactivities. During thelong anticipatory daysof December, beforethe magnetism
of television and thelure of shopping malls, wewere drawn like beesto clover by theglitter and fantasy world of the Outlet
Company.

Thelavish displaysin the store windows attracted thousandsto Westminster Street. Outsidein the bitter cold, people
watched the animated figures dressed in e egant costumes asthey performed their varioustasks. Sounds of Christmaswere
piped through loud-speakers on the street, creating an atmosphere of enchantment and bliss.

Insidethe store, Santalistened attentively to endlessrequestsfrom boysand girlswho assured him they hadn’t been
naughty and were deserving of the presentsthey hoped Santawould bring. Year-old, rosy-cheeked babiessat unyielding upon
hisamplelap whilethetwo-year-oldstoyed with hisfluffy whiskers and were the epitome of charm and endearment.

Santamade guest appearancesat church school, Masonic and Odd Fellows Christmas parties—hisarrival preceded
by thejingling of deigh bellswhichto our receptive young mindsappeared to originate from therooftops. Thefamiliar figure
of Santa Claus appeared, agreat sack upon hisback containing apresent for every child seated around the Christmastree,
aglow with brightly lit bulbsand decorated with shiny colorful ballsand strandsof silver tinsal. The paper dolls, coloring books,
toy cars, and checkerboardswereto usas significant asthe VCR’sand Walkmen of today’s generation.

| am grateful that Santahasremained steadfast in hisresponsibility to protect hisgrandfatherly image from thefads
of our times. | have aproblem visualizing thisadored and legendary figure sporting agold earring. | am relieved that Santa
hasn’t been smitten with the manifestations of amid-lifecrisisor replaced hisfamiliar steel-rimmed glasseswith bifocals.
Today’s men appear to suffer from an identity crisis, but Santa has escaped the need to find himself—his silver tresses
haven’ t been replaced by aspike hairdo in shades of purpleand hot pink. His chest hasn’ t been weighted down with gold
chainsor hisreliablereindeer replaced by asleek red sports car with not-so-reliable horsepower. I’ m thankful Santahasn't
become aparagon of weight control, hiscomforting rotund figure super-ceded by amuscle-bound frame.

TheAmerican consumer has accepted monumental change during this century, much of it with asense of loss. We
mourned the demise of our sleek Flexible Flyersfor round metal diskswe strapped to our rears. We' ve suffered the | oss of
our imaginationswith the disappearance of radio dramas. We nolonger need to imagine anything—it'sall spelled out for uson
our television screens.

My generation has never had areputation for being rebellious, but don’t attempt to triflewith thefamiliar, conserva
tive, adored figure of our innocent childhood. Wewill never relinquish our struggleto protect thelegendary figure of Santa
from the affectation of the modernworld.

Theyear | turned six, afriend informed methat therewas no Santa Claus. | became asoothsayer of gloom and doom
for aweek or so—until | figured it wasto my advantage to continue the pretense and keep those presents coming.

Today, | know that my friend waswrong. Yes, friends, thereisa Santa Claus, whether you know him as Santa, Father
Christmas, St. Nick or Ho-Ho. Ageisno barrier to the spirit of Christmas. It'sthewarm glow you feel deepdowninside. It's
thejoy and enchantment seen upon theface of atiny child. It’slistening to the Hallelujah Choruswith tears streaming down
your face, sharing thejoy of Christmaswith family and friends.

| wish the gift of love,
A mind free from care,
And the ability to know Ho-Ho
Through the eyes of a child.
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RI ECW Annual M eeting-Women Involved in the Episcopal Church

by Elaine Cohen

OnNovember 8, 2008, theAnnua Meeting of the Episcopal ChurchWomenwashosted at theHoly Trinity parish
hall. Inaddition to the business meeting of the ECW’ syear long events, the Eucharist was cel ebrated by Bishop Gerdyn
Wolf with the ECW group and guestsin attendanceinthe Holy Trinity Chapel. Rev. CeciliaPerry, FredaDoyle, Alice
Cullen, and Elaine Cohen wereattendeesfrom St. Michagl’ s parish.

Theagendaof the RI ECW chapter’sAnnual Meeting wasextensive, but | would liketo sharejust afew topicswith
you.. Theagendaincluded: theAnnua Reportsread by Elaine Oliveria/Secretary and PriscillaM cFarland/Treasurer, the
ECW'sinvolvement with “UTO-United Thank Offering” and adonation that was madein memory of PaulineWard, along
timeUTO chair person. Inaddition, scholarshipswere awarded to Olive Swinski and Joyce Thorn.

Following the service, Rev. Cecilia Perry introduced our guest speaker, Sister Grace of St. Margaret’s Convent,
Boston, MA. Sister Grace spoke of theministry of thereligiousorder of St. Margaret. She shared with usher personal
ministry of communicationwhilestationed at . Paul’sChapel, Wall Street, New York in September 2001. Shedisplayed
her photo album, which captured the events at Ground Zero in 2001. The pictures showed the transformation of the
sacred space of St. Paul’s Chapel to a so become aspace that ministered to the physical, mental and spiritual needs of the
volunteer workforceat Ground Zero.

After Sister Grace's address we assembl ed back into the parish hall and we were treated to aluncheon of finger
sandwiches, multiple green and macaroni salads, and dessertsthat complemented themeal. 1t wasnow timefor usto
mingle, and to become better acquainted with each other inavery relaxed, supportive setting.

Itwasawell spent day, and | greatly encourage anyoneinterested in thework of the Rl chapter of the ECW to contact
PriscillaM cFarland/Treasurer, 401-766-3115. Peace.

From Our Faith
Community Nurse

by Anne McCarthy

Christmas Eve

Itisalmost midnight on ChristmasEve. | am ready for thejoyful experience of exchanging presentswith family
membersinthemorning. Infact, | fill feel someof the excitement that has been associated with thisspecia evening since
childhood. But beforel liedownto dleep, | need to speak with you, O God.

All thedecorationsaround meareindicative of the season. With every blink, the Christmastreelightsseemto say,
“Christmas, Christmas, Christmas.” (| must remember to unplug thoselightsbeforel goto bed.) Yet, sitting hereonthe
sofa, | see nothing in thisroom that bears any resemblance at all to astable. And I’ m not sure| have ever seen areal
manger. | am wondering what thisindicates about the prospects of your Son’scomingto me.

| am not ashepherd. At no time during thisseason have | even donned arobein order to play one. If | wereto hear
singing angels, or seethem, | would not know what to do with them.

But | dowant you to comeinto my world, intomy life. I inviteyou here and now. | welcomeyou.

Please come here asyou cameto Bethlehem. I long for arecognition of your permanent presence. | need the
guidanceof your wisdominal my deliberations.

Come, Lord Jesus. Beborninme. Liveinmy house. Abideinmy life. Amen.

from Prayers from Adoration to Zeal by C. Welton Gaddy
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PARISH NEWS

Areyou young, older, single, married, have children, don't have children, can drive, can't drive, ambulatory or having
trouble getting around? If one or more of these apply to you, you are ready to sign up for the Foyer Groups!!

Hopefully you have noted that there is an air of lightness to this appeal but as parishioners of St. Michadl's we are
very serious about getting the Foyer Groups back in our lives.

Thisintermittent tradition of St. Michael'sisready to beresurrected asawinter program and as something we can al
look forward to every year.

What is a Foyer Group? Foyer Groups provide an opportunity for you to get together with ten other
members of . Michadl's for food, conversation, fellowship, friendship and fun.

The goals of the Foyer Groups are simple. If you are a newcomer to St. Michael's this will provide you with the
opportunity to meet those who are eager to welcome you. If you are along standing member, then it's the place to meet the
new members, renew old friendships and catch up.

If you are having trouble getting to socia eventslikethis, the Foyer Group memberswill be thereto pick you up and
get you to the gathering.

Here's the plan: please sign up at the back of the Church or call Betty Vargas at the Church office at: 401-253-7717
and let her know you are ready to become part of a Foyer Group. We want you to sign up no later than November 23rd.

Groupswill then beformed and you will be notified asto when and where your Group will first get together. Thefirst
meeting will be in January, 2009 - shortly after this year's holiday season.

At the first gathering, the Group will decide when and where to meet and on what monthly dates. Friday night
gatherings at homes, restaurants or pubs have worked best in the past.

Why we are doing this.... because winters in New England are long, darkness comes early and we all need to
become part of something more. That "more" isa St. Michael's Foyer Group.

Soif you arelooking for something different to do that will be both fun and enjoyable during our New England winter,
become part of aSt. Michael's Foyer Group by signing up now! You'll be glad you did!
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If you do not wishto receivethisnewdetter or if you are
receiving it by mistake, pleasecal the church officeor e-
mail anoteto uswith the name and addressto be
removed and wewill makethe correction. Thank you.

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on the people of &. Michael’s Parish and
so guide us as we look forward to the call of a new Rector that we may be readied to receive a

faithful pastor who will care for your people and equip usfor our ministries; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

After 5 Days Return to
St.Michael'sChurch
P.O.Box 414

399 Hope St.

Bristol, Rl 02809-0414
ChangeServiceRequest

Telephone: (401)253-7717 Fax: (401) 253-7785
Email:stmichae s@fullchanne .net
Website:stmichaelsbristolri.org

Time Dated Material -- Please Do Not Delay

Office Hours: M-F 8:30am. - 4:30p.m.

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45am.
Holy Eucharist -Wednesday: 7:00 am.

Non-profit Or ganization
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