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Evening Study Group:  Redemption Road: The Quest for Peace and Justice in Liberia
In the tradition of Liberian literary greats Bai T. Moore and Wilton Sankawulo, Elma Shaw carves out a period in Liberia's history and transplants it onto paper for the world to swallow and digest without judgment. Redemption Road reminds us of our tragic past but it also shows us that peace, justice, reconciliation, progress, and development are attained if we only try a little harder. --From the Foreword by ELLEN JOHNSON SIRLEAF, President, Republic of Liberia

The Evening Study Group takes on a slightly different type of book for the Spring.  Redemption Road is a novel set in Monrovia during the administration of Liberia's former president, Charles Taylor.  This riveting debut is a story of recovery, atonement, and the continuing quest for peace and justice in a nation plagued by conflict and inequalities since its founding by free blacks and former American slaves. Life in war-torn Liberia is not easy, and it is especially challenging for Bendu Lewis, a young woman who counsels traumatized survivors of Liberia's civil war while struggling silently with memories of her own war-time experiences. When the warlord who once held her in captivity suddenly appears in town, she decides that for her own healing, and for the voiceless victims of the war, she must bring him to justice for his past atrocities. In her pursuit of Commander Cobra, Bendu finds much more than she bargained for, including the courage to finally confront and make amends for her own painful war-time secret. Written with compassion, honesty and clarity, Elma Shaw's Redemption Road helps us to finally begin to make sense of what has often been termed a 'senseless' war. Hers is a new but mature voice that shows remarkable insight into both the causes of Liberia's civil war, and the cure for healing the wounds and averting further conflict.   We hope to learn more about the culture surrounding Bromley Mission in Monrovia and perhaps deepen our relationship with them.  The meetings for this book will begin April 30 at 7:30 pm in the Ivy Room.  Books will be available through A Novel Idea on Hope Street in Bristol.  Please call Louisa Jones at 401-396-5067 if you have questions.
