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Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are the
eyes through which Christ’s compassion is to look out on this earth, yours are the feet with which
he is to go about doing good, and yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now.
Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582

Let MeTell You
Something
about Mysdlf

I'vebeen invited to beyour interim priest for the
next several months while the search for anew rector
continues. Let metell you about myself.

I'vebeen apriest for nearly 55 years. Thirty-one
of thoseyearswereinlong-term rectorshipsof 20and 11
years, and 15 yearsininterim ministry (nineyearsfull-
time and six part-time). Therest, asyou've guessed is
retirement.

I'm married to Joy, who isaphysical therapist,
doing homehedlth carewith theVisiting NurseAssocia
tion. Between uswe havefivechildren, near (East Coast)
and far (Scotland and The Netherlands) - and four grand-
children (Philadel phiaand Scotland). Joy isan active
member a St. John's, Barrington, but will worshipwithus
occasiondly.

WevelivedinBrigtol, a NorthFarm, for 14 years.
How did we come to move here? It wastime to settle
downin one place. Wewanted to be near the water. We
looked up and down the east coast, Maineto North Caro-
lina. Gradually, our focus became Narragansett Bay - and
then Bristol. Wefirst considered North Farm when we
werein Kansas City!

Why do| chooseinterim ministry, with itsuncer-
tainty about what's next - and where? (We moved eight
timesin nineyears, spendingtimein New York, Ohio,
Virginia, Missouri and M assachusetts before moving to
RI and doing part-timeministry.)

Continued on page 2

Senior Warden's
Corner

In the June issue of "Wings' |
wrote about a birthday party. On
September 28thwewill celebratethe
Feast of Saint Michael and All An-
gels. Wehavenormally gathered after the 10am service
and had alargereceptioninthe Rectory. Thisyear we
will honor our namesake, Saint Michadl, by having aBirth-
day Party in thee Parish House. Thisyear marksthe
290thAnniversary (er, Birthday) of Saint Michael'sChurch
when someorigind Brigtoliansfoundedit. So, watchyour
mailboxesfor aninvitation to mark thismilestone,

The Parish Devel opment Group continuesto meet
and discuss enhancing our parish. We are planning on
holding aparish gathering to meet with you sometimein
October or November to discussthe 12 key areas that
can makeor break achurch. | have participatedin ef-
fortslikethiselsewhereand it boilsdown to "doing the
mainthing". What we need fromyouishelpingusdis-
cerning what IS our main thing. What do we do best.
What areour strengths. Our next meetingisat 7pm, Tues-
day, September 23rd, and | inviteeveryonewho isinter-
ested to cometo thismeeting. What doyouthink the"12
Keys' areto bean effectiveand successful church? Come
andjoinus.

Seeyou at the BBQ on September 7th at M ount
Hope Farm.
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| likeinterim ministry because:
® | can say what | think needstobesaid. It'soften
not welcomedinitially but isultimately. Am | suggesting
that a" settled rector” cannot say what shethinks? It de-
pendson how long hewantsto stay settled!

® Interim ministry makesit easy for meto makea
fresh start. People cometo expect certain kinds of be-
havior fromtherector - and resst when shetriesto modify
that behavior. Going to anew job every year makesit
eas er to changetheway | do things. And, although I'm
very senior, | need to be open continually to changein

mysdf.

® Interimministry istask oriented. Thetask ishelp-
ing acongregation answer three questions. Where have
we been?Where arewe now?\Where do wewant to go?
Your Self-Study Committee, along with David, has put
those questionsbeforeyou. You have answered within-
sght. Forget not thoseinsights.

® It is short-term. To be sure, there'salot to be
sadinfavor of long-term ministry: therelationshipsnour-
ished over theyears, and the opportunity to be present
pastorally over thelong pull. There'snothing quitelike
officiating at the marriage of someoneyou baptized. But
theré'salso much to besaidinfavor of short-termminis-
try: landing running, being upfront about challenges, tack-
ling problemsright off, getting to know peoplequickly
andwdll.

| look forward to my timewith you. | haveagood
fed for St. Michadl's. David and | meet regularly for lunch
to talk about the principlesand practice of interimminis-
try. Not surprisingly, &. Michadl'shasoften comeupin
our discussions.

Weall need to be clear: my commitment to St.
Michad'sispart-time (16 hoursweekly). That'snot alot,
but it'swhat I'm ready to give. Given my experience, |
canwork efficiently. And with the support of our interim
priest associates, strong staff and lay leadership much can
be accomplished.

P.12s

“Vestry Meetings
Open to Parish”

Didyou know Verstry Meetingsare opento the
Parish? They are and you should come. See how and
what wediscussand do. If you have something you would
liketo bring to our attention or suggest tothe Vestry, you
aremorethan welcometo attend. If you areinterestedin
possibly participating sometimein thefuturein thegover-
nance of &. Michael’s, please comeandjoin us.

The Vestry meets onceamonth usually the 3rd
Tuesdays. Hereisour scheduled meeting datesfor the
rest of theyear. All meetingsareat 7pmintheTildedey

Bldg.

Tuesday, September 16th
Tuesday, October 21st

Tuesday, November 18th
Tuesday, December 16th

Additionally, the Finance Committee usually meetsthe
Monday evening beforetheVestry at 6:30pminthelvy
Room. You arewelcometojoinusthen aswell.

JohnReskusich
Senior Warden

Search Committee

The Search Committee will havetheir first meeting on
September 16 after asummer hiatus. Betsy Fornal from
the Dioceses Officewill join the meeting and bring new
candidateprofiles. Thegroupisdedicated to meet weekly
and devel op enhanced interviewing techniquesbased on
previousdidogueswith candidates. Thecommitteewould
liketo thank Kevin Handley for hisparticipationand in-
sight. Vestry representation has passed on to Cathy
Holmstrom. Our membersare:

Susan Donovan
Candace Stanley
Cathy Holmstrom
Frank Munro
LindaArruda
Jackie Barrows
Steve Scolamiero
Nancy Grandgeorge

Pleasefed freeto contact usanytimeto discussour mis-
sionand progress.
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PARISH NEWS

What isParish Development?

by Louisa Jones

Acts21: 17-19, Paul'sArrival at Jerusalem

Whenwearrived at Jerusalem, the brothersreceived uswarmly. Thenext day Paul and therest of us
went to see James, and all theelderswere present. Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God
had done among the Gentilesthrough hisministry.

Parish devel opment, stewardship, every member canvas, ingathering; we have many labelsfor our re-eval uation of our
shared mission. Each autumn, you receivealetter outlining theworthy ministriesthat weredoneinthename of thechurch
and themany morethat areneeded. Thisrepresentsagreat effort in meeting attendance, budget development, and phone
treeactivity. Your stewardship committeelaborsto ensurethat our work together continuesto reflect Gospel teaching.
Although wereceiveour brothersand sisterswarmly when asked to participatein thislabor, thereisasense of relief when
theeffort isconcluded, thetotal sarereported and we can go back tolifeasusual.

2 Corinthians3: 1-3, L etter sfrom God

Arewe beginning to commend oursalves again? Or do we need, like some people, lettersof recom
mendation to you or from you? You yourselvesare our | etter, written on our hearts, known and read by
everybody. You show that you arealetter from Christ, theresult of our ministry, written not with ink but
withthe Spirit of theliving God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

Thisyear your stewardship committeeisdoing something different to help focusthe direction of our mission. We seek to
involve everyonein the planning process, and are studying abook by Kennon Callahan, Twelve Keysto an Effective
Church. Calahan'swork servesasaguideto the parish development process, and hasbeen successfully used in many
parishesacrossthe country. Soonyour committeewill ask you to search your heart to help discern God's purposefor
SantMiched's.

1 Thessalonians4: 1-2, Living to Please God

Finally, brothers, weinstructed you how to livein order to please God, asinfact you areliving. Now
we ask you and urgeyou inthe Lord Jesusto do thismoreand more. For you know what instructions
wegaveyou by theauthority of theLord Jesus.

We havelearned alot about what it meansto respond to God's call and each other inthelast few years. Itistimetobe
renewed inthe Spirit asweenter anew chapter in our livestogether. Each of ushasacontributionto makein the Kingdom.
Thecommitteeiseager to know your heart inthe mattersthat areimportant to al of us. If you haveany questions, please
fed freeto contact anyonefrom the committee. Our work together isfull of hopeand promiseand wecannot wait to share
itwithyou.
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PARISH NEWS

If your name is not listed

-\." and you would likeit to be, Birthdays
please contact the church RonddRodrigues  09/15
7/ Bmh office and give us the ap- RosBosworth 09/02 Vvdea Almdda 09/17
—— ersanes propriate date, either wed- Priscill Usher 09/02 Gerald Furtado 09/17
0 2, This Month! di ng anniversary or birthday. Alan Storms 09/03 Emma Santol Upo 09/17
KarenVandermyde  09/03 AlexandraWinnes ~ 09/17
_ _ _ Leanne Gablinske 09/03 VdetaCurran 09/19
WeddingAnniversaries Maddox Canario 09/04 Daryl Wilbur 09/19
FranklynLohr 09/06 Mandi Mascola 09/19
Edithand Bill Turner 09/08 Shawn Keyser 09/08 jill Fernandes 09/20
Andrew and Susan Nash 09/08 LillianBar 09/10 Connor Mascola 09/21
Sal and Sarah Abate 09/09 Lindal evesque 09/11 MicheleBennett 09/23
Amy andKevinFitzgerad 09/12 ErinDonovan 0911 EthanCollins 09/24
Jennifer and Scott Lial 09/14 Kristen Cordeiro 09/11 William David Dobbins09/25
Anneand Glenn Turgeon 09/15 CharlesFaulkner 09/11 SysanWoodman 09/26
Davidand NicoleCairrao 09/20 Robert Faulkner 09/11 Christopher James 09/26
Joseph andKimberly Pires  09/23 Jerry Pimentdl 09/12  Eleanor Knapman 09/26
Eric and Kathryn Dodge 09/23 Anthony Scolamiero  09/13 Rachel Magers 09/28
Carol and Peter Willauer 09/30 K enneth Burkhardt 09/14 WilliamFox 09/29
EllaFitzgerad 09/14 Anthony Santolupo ~ 09/30
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SEPTEMBER 14 - 9:45 AM

Registration will take place on September 7 at the chicken BBQ
or on Sunday September 14. All classes will take place on the upper level
of the Tildesley Building. Child careis also available during the 10am
service. We look forward to seeing everyone!
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PARISH NEWS

Evening Book Study Resumes 11 September 7:30pm
in the lvy Room of the Tildesley Building.

For theremainder of Pentecost wewill be studying Tom Sine's The New Conspirators: Creating the Future One
Mustard Seed at aTime. Wewill be meeting on the second and fourth Thursdaysat 7:30pm. LouisaJoneswill beleading
thegroup through thefive conversationsin the book.

Sine explores how Kingdom Come becomes Kingdom Now in these conversations by exploring how God is
working on our generation. Accordingto Sine, "God isdoing something new through anew generation of innovators, risk
takersand entrepreneurs.” These new conspiratorscan befoundin at least four streams. emerging, missional, mosaic
{multi-cultural} and monastic. Someare creetinginnovativemissiona expressonsof church; somearecresting sustainable
communitiesthat work withthepoor. Othersareusing theartsto createimaginativeformsof environmenta advocacy. Still
othersare creating new waysto celebrate thein-breaking of God'snew order. Theseconspiratorsareall imagining new
way's, in these uncertain times, to give creative expression to that new world Jesustold usisalready here. Thesenew
conspiratorsare not only creating new model s but they are a so raising important questions about what it meansto bea
disciple of Jesus, bethe church and do mission that need to be discussed by the entire church. “1f you havefaith assmall
asamustard seed,” Jesussaysinthe Gospel of Matthew, "nothingwill beimpossiblefor you." Tom Sineinvitesreadersto
joinanew generation of conspiratorsand discover how God can morefully use our mustard seedsto beadifferenceand
make adifferencethat reflects something of God'skingdom.

Why don't you discover why thereissuch abuzz about The New Conspirators: Creating the Future One Mustard
Seed ataTime...andjointhe conspiracy??? Booksareavailableat A Novel |deaon Hope Street in downtown Bristal. If
you plan to join us at the September 11 meeting, please read through the end of the first conversation. If you have
guestions, please call LouisaJonesat 396-5067.
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??...INQUIRER’'S COME AND
CLASSES...?? JOIN US!

Areyou ready to spend afew weekslearning

about the Episcopa Church so that you can becomea
redl live bona-fide Episcopalian??

Just in caseyou did not study the Catechismin
the Book of Common Prayer when youwereakid, you
can study it and other materialswith othersnow and be
recelved asan Episcopalian -- or confirmed inthe Epis-
copal Church -- the next timethat Bishop Wolf comesto
our Deanery for aservice of Confirmation. Get more
information about the Church, about how our teachingis
thesameand whereit variesfrom other traditions. Itisa
short and interesting seriesof classes... Sojointhefun...

Thefirst classwill meet on September 10 at 7
PM intheTildedey Building. Speak to oneof theclergy
or call theoffice-- 253--7717-- and giveyour nameto
Betty Varges.

Adult Choir Rehear salsBegin September 3
Wednesdays- 7-9pm -Chantry

Handbell Choir Rehear salsBegin September 12
Fridays- 6pm
Accepting new members, ages 12 through Adult, until the
end of September. If you areinterested pleasejoin usat
thefirst threerehearsals. Bell choir isagreat way for
peoplewithlessmusica experienceto get involvedinthe
music program at . Michadl’s.

S. Michael’sAngel Choir Begins September 21
First and third Sundays-After the 10am service
Children ages 3 through 11 areinvited to participate. We
will besinging. moving, learning somesignlanguage, and
playing percussioninstruments!
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Buddy isPlaced in a Good Home

Youwill remember Buddy, our servicedog intraining. Buddy graduated at the beginning of this summer and hasbeen
placed with an army veteran who lost both legsin Irag. HisnameisDarryl and hiswifésnameisTiffany. They havea4-
year old sonandlivein Georgia. Wemet Darryl and Tiffany for breakfast and had awonderful opportunity to see Buddy
inaction. Darryl and Buddy make agood team and we couldn't be more proud of them both. Wewould liketo thank St.
Michael'sfor helping uswork on Buddy'ssocia skills. Jackieand Ted Barrows.

i'xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxi

Our Nursin:
Home Minustry

ek
September 7, Sunday 2:00 pm
S. Elizabeth’'sManor, Bristol
Celebrant: TheRev. Mark DeWolf
September 2, Tuesday 11:00am
Silver Creek Nursing Home, Bristol
September 9, Tuesday 10:00am
. Elizabeth’'sManor, Bristol
September 16, Tuesday 3:00pm
Grace Barker, Warren
September 23, Tuesday 10:30am
Haven Health, Warren
Celebrant: TheRev. CeciliaPerry

!xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxﬂ
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The Episcopal Church Women
will hold their annual meeting
thisyear on November 8 at 10
AM at Holy Trinity Church in
Tiverton, RI.

All women areinvited totakepartinthebrief meetingand
luncheon. Thisyear'sspeaker will be Sister Grace of the
Sistersof St. Margaret, one of the oldest Episcopal Or-
dersintheUnited States. Thereare several houses/resi-
dences for the Sistersof St. Margaret inthe United States
-- Sister Gracelivesin Roxbury, MA, and happened to
bevistinginNew York at thetime of September 11, 2001.
She stayed on to assist at St. Paul's Chapel next to the
World Trade Towers. Shewill talk about her experience
inNew York City and dsotell usabout her callingtoalife
asanunandthelifethesistersfollow.. For moreinfor-
mation, please speak to the Rev. Cece Perry, or call 253-
8620.
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If you do not wishto receivethisnewdetter or if you are
receiving it by mistake, pleasecal thechurch officeor
email anoteto uswith the name and addressto be
removed and wewill makethe correction. Thank you.

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on the people of &. Michael’s Parish and
so guide us as we look forward to the call of a new Rector that we may be readied to receive a

faithful pastor who will care for your people and equip usfor our ministries; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

After 5 Days Return to
St.Michael'sChurch
P.O.Box 414

399 Hope St.

Bristol, Rl 02809-0414
ChangeServiceRequest

Telephone: (401)253-7717 Fax: (401) 253-7785
Email:stmichae s@fullchanne .net
Website:stmichaelsbristolri.org

Time Dated Material -- Please Do Not Delay

Office Hours; M-F 8:30a.m. - Noon.

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45am.
Holy Eucharist -Wednesday: 7:00 am.

Non-profit Or ganization

02809-0414
U.S. Postage Paid
Bristol, RI
Permit No. 41




