November 16, 2008

Dear Fellow Parishioners,
Today we launched our 2009 Stewardship Pledge Drive. Some of you have attended a multimedia presentation called “On Loan” today in the Parish House kicking off our annual Stewardship campaign for 2009.  This video presentation is about the spirituality of money, showing how money shapes our lives. It invites us to give where we see God at work, so as to grow closer to God. We believe Saint Michael’s is one of those places where God is at work. The video illustrates this graphically. We ask you to give, not only that you may grow closer to God, but so that Saint Michael’s may continue the work and ministry begun in Bristol 290 years ago.

I could reiterate what Scripture says about giving to God, the Church, and to our fellows here in the Bristol community.  The video does a much better job at delivering that message to all of us.  Saint Michael’s --- whether you see the Church as a piece of real estate or as a religiously-centered group of people who have found common ground here --- is not “ours” to own.  It is “ours” to take care of for everyone today and for those who come tomorrow.  We do this because we believe in Christ’s message here on earth to love our neighbors as ourselves.
This year’s pledge drive is fraught with much concern by everyone and everywhere.  This is a time of financial uncertainty as we have all heard and seen in the news reports.  And many may have had first hand experiences associated with the economic turmoil created.  Saint Michael’s is no different and has been affected, just like you.  Yet, Saint Michael’s is an important part of the fabric of all our lives here in the Bristol area.  Please help us continue Christ’s work in our little corner of Rhode Island.  We believe and we give.
Whether you saw the video today or have not but would like to, a copy of the “On Loan” DVD is available by contacting the Church Office.  We plan on making it viewable on the Church’s website as well.  We will send an e-mail to all when this is available at the Church’s web site.  We also plan on playing this before and after Sunday services to watch and learn about giving.
We also hope that you will share with your children and grandchildren the importance of giving where your heart is.

Enclosed is a pledge card.  We ask you to make your pledge, and to present it (or mail it in) next Sunday, November 23.  Our hope is that we will have a prompt response, before Thanksgiving.

With my heartfelt thanks in the hopes you will remember Saint Michael’s in your giving in 2009,
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John Reskusich
Senior Warden

